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The right to housing is a universal issue in which the 
current fundamental challenges converge: inequality, 
market hegemony, the privatisation of basic services, the 
ecological crisis and the migratory movements. 

The memories concerning the struggle for housing 
throughout history are a political inspiration to deal with 
one of the most pressing contemporary issues. Likewise, 
they are a legacy of demands, reflections and actions 
aiming at the democratic transformation of the present.

References, the space for reflection on the role of 
memory in the contemporary world, invites international 
personalities to share their experiences with leading 
figures in the city. In this autumn’s edition, the References 
cycle will revolve around the right to housing.

Curator: Paula Kuffer

STRUGGLES FOR  
THE RIGHT TO HOUSING

PROGRAMME

Free. Book your tickets at: 
barcelona.cat/elbornculturaimemoria 
reserveselbornccm@eicub.net 
93 256 68 50 (Monday to Friday,  
9:30 am to 7 pm)

El Born Centre de Cultura i Memòria 
Plaça Comercial, 12 
08003 Barcelona 
Tel: 93 256 68 50

barcelona.cat/elbornculturaimemoria 
facebook.com/ElBornCCM 
twitter.com/ElBornCCM 
instagram.com/ElBornCCM
#Referències
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Article 25 of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights recognises the right to 
housing as one of the means of ensuring that 
everyone has a standard of living adequate 
for the health and well-being of themselves 
and their families. Despite being enshrined 
in many modern state constitutions, the logic 
of capitalism makes this fundamental right 
subordinate to the economic interests of 
private actors.

RAQUEL 
ROLNIK AND 
LUCÍA MARTÍN 
GONZÁLEZ
HAVING A HOME: 
RIGHTS VS. MARKET

Thursday, 21 October   
6 pm to 7.30 pm

Lucía 
Martín 
González  
(Lugo, 1979) is a chemical 
engineer and Doctor of 
Environmental Sciences. 
She has participated in 
activism in Terrassa and 
in 2009 formed part of 
the group promoting the 
Platform for People Affected 
by Mortgages in Barcelona. 
She has also worked 
extensively in the ‘right to 
housing’ movement. From 
2016 to 2019, she was a 
member of the Congress 
of Deputies and is currently 
district Councillor for the 
Sant Andreu district and 
Housing and Renovation at 
Barcelona City Council.

Raquel 
Rolnik

(Sao Paulo, 1956) is an 
architect, urban planner 
and professor at the 
Faculty of Architecture  
and Urban Planning in  
São Paulo (Brazil). She 
has held many institutional 
positions related to urban 
planning and housing 
policy in São Paulo and 
Brazil. From 2008 to 2014, 
she was the UN Human 
Rights Council Special 
Rapporteur on the Right 
to Adequate Housing and 
undertakes a great deal 
of work in the field of 
education and activism. 
She is the author of the 
book Urban Warfare: 
Housing under the Empire 
of Finance (March 2019), 
among others.



Representation of the struggle for rights 
in the artistic sphere has been a constant 
throughout the history of democratic 
demands. In the case of housing, Martha 
Rosler is one of the leading international 
exponents, with a creative practice that 
aims to denounce, raise awareness and 
transform the policies that guarantee this 
fundamental right.

Carles 
Guerra   
(Amposta, 1965), with a 
PhD in Fine Arts from the 
University of Barcelona, 
is an artist, art critic, 
teacher, researcher and 
independent curator. 
He has been director of 
Primavera Fotogràfica 
de Catalunya (2004), 
La Virreina Centre de la 
Imatge (2009-2011) and 
the Fundació Antoni Tàpies 
(2015-2020) and has 
worked as head curator of 
the MACBA (2011-2015). 
He has curated numerous 
monographic exhibitions 
dedicated to renowned 
international artists such as 
Ahlam Shibli, Allan Sekula, 
Susan Meiselas, Harun 
Farocki, Oriol Vilanova and 
Ariella Aïsha Azoulay.

Martha 
Rosler

(Nova York, 1943) is 
an artist, art critic and 
professor. She works 
in various formats - 
photography, video, 
essays, installations and 
performance, and is one 
of the most influential 
artists of her generation. 
Her work centres on 
the public sphere and 
the relationship it has 
with everyday life, 
with the mass media, 
conflicts, architecture 
and urbanism. One of 
the central themes of 
her work is reflection on 
the social implications of 
urban structures, always 
from a feminist and 
critical point of view.

MARTHA 
ROSLER AND 
CARLES 
GUERRA
ART AND  
DENUNCIATION: 
THE 
REPRESENTATION 
OF HOUSING 
UNREST 

Thursday, 11 November 
6 pm to 7.30 pm



Innovative and creative capacity are not the 
prerogative of the public administrations 
and it will be hard for them to make the shift 
towards more emancipatory policies without 
a social and cultural transformation. Tenants’ 
unions have been around for over a century 
and are the main players in the fight for 
access to housing, building alternatives to 
the private market, such as cooperatives and 
fighting against gentrification.

Jaime 
Palomera  
(Barcelona, 1982) is an 
active member and joint 
spokesperson of the 
Sindicat de Llogaters 
i Llogateres (Tenants’ 
Union). He has a PhD 
in Social Anthropology 
from the University of 
Barcelona, specialising 
in Political Economy and 
Housing and a Master’s 
in Cultural Studies from 
Goldsmiths College, 
London. He currently 
works as a researcher at 
the Institute of Government 
and Public Policy at the 
Autonomous University of 
Barcelona and La Hidra 
Cooperativa, of which he is 
the co-founder.

Barbara 
Steenbergen 

has a degree in Public 
Administration and a 
Master’s in Political Sciences 
from the University of 
Bonn (Germany). Since 
2007 she has been head of 
the International Union of 
Tenants’ (IUT) EU office in 
Brussels, an organisation 
that works to support 
tenants’ organisations 
worldwide. She is director 
of public relations, with 
a particular interest in 
influencing EU policy.  
She was Chair of the 
European Housing Forum 
(2009-2012) and is a 
member of the EU Urban 
Agenda working group on 
housing. She chairs the 
forum of the European 
Responsible Housing 
Initiative, among others.

BARBARA 
STEENBERGEN 
AND JAIME 
PALOMERA
AGAINST 
DISPOSSESSION: 
HOUSING 
UNIONISM AND 
THE COOPERATIVE 
MOVEMENT 

Thursday, 2 December
6 pm to 7.30 pm


