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REFERENCIES

Starting in October 2019 and through
June 2020, REFERENCIES will
host six meetings with internationally
renowned speakers who will present
their views on the dilemmas, the
contradictions, and the conflicts that
arise when we engage in a narration of
the past within the present time. The
complexity of memory goes beyond
the framework of historiography

and embraces a wide range of
disciplines, compelling us to think
about it from different points of view.
Narration becomes a key element

for the construction of memory, as

also an awareness of the historical,
social and political conditions of the
process of construction, and the

means of expression and resources of
representation capable of conveying
what is at stake. References are required
in order for this multiplicity of elements
to open up for further elaborations.

Collaborator:
Institut dels Passats Presents



Lecture

Content

LYDIE
SALVAYRE:
LITERATURE,
AUTOFICTION
AND MEMORY

Lecture and discussion

With Lydie Salvayre and followed by a
debate with Marta Marin-Domine.

Wednesday 16 October, 7 pm to 9 pm

Sala Moragues. Free.

Simultaneous translation French-Catalan.

Workshop

With Lydie Salvayre.
Thursday 17 October, 10 am to 12 pm

Auditorium c. Comercial b. Free. Book in
advance on our website.

Without simultaneous translation.

“‘Autofiction” is the name of the genre
chosen by Lydie Salvayre to take on
the complex relationship between
memory and history by means of a
literary exercise where she brings a
personal narrative together with the
recreation of relevant events for her
family past.

In the novel Cry, Mother Spain, winner
of the Goncourt Prize in 2014, we find
a combination of observations made by
the French writer Georges Bernanos
about the fascist repression with
Montse's - the alter ego of the author's
mother - somewhat optimistic voice,
who explains her first hand experience
of the Spanish Civil War, dramatically
shaped by the exile in France.

Through a variety of points of view, a
number of questions emerge to make
manifest the marks left in the present
by the past as well as the importance
of the voices which remained unheard.
One of those marks is shown via the
narrative voice throughout the text,
which materially accounts for the
division operated by exile in language.
Memory is narrated by means of a
singular language, “blended, full of
confusion and of mistakes” such as,
in this case, the franyol - a mixture

of French and Spanish - which the
Republican community who crossed
over the Pyrenees used to express
itself.



Lecture

Content

CHRISTIAN
LAVAL: WHEN

THE PAST TAKES

OVER THE
PRESENT. THE
SHADOW OF
THE RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION

Lecture and discussion

With Christian Laval and followed by a
debate with Ferran Aisa Pampols.

Thursday 21 November, 7 pm to 9 pm

Sala Moragues. Free.

Simultaneous translation French-Catalan.

Workshop

With Christian Laval.
Friday 22 November 10 am to 12 pm

Auditorium c. Comercial . Book in
advance on our website.

Without simultaneous translation.

In his 78th Brumaire, Marx writes in
relation to the past revolutions that “the
tradition of all dead generations weighs
like a nightmare on the brains of the
living”". We shall address the question
about why and how the October
Revolution could not avoid the above
mentioned fatality despite Marx's hope
and later Marxist expectations.

The events we call revolutions, of which
the Russian Revolution and the French
Revolution are capital examples, hold
an eminent place in our History and
they remain referential for historical
memory building. The way in which we
interpret them still today determines
and is determined at the same time by
the multiple versions thereof rendered,
and inevitably depending on present
interests as well as on sedimented
traditions. A renewed reading of it is
not only possible but even necessary.

Christian Laval's reading questions
treacherous myths, it revises the
meaning given to the Bolshevik’s
discourses as well as practices, and

it allows for establishing a critical
distance to other popular insurrections
of the 20th century such as the
Mexican Revolution and even some
episodes of the Spanish Civil War.



